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1920. 

Ak-sanrior  SjiprrrhKrov  psnvo  fiiuti  a  p i : ; i  -h ; 1 1 1 1  f=  rn  i  l  y  in  Nitv ■ 'i  r.'i'ns'<  iirn.irn  y  rif  Sa  mam 
prcvnin-c.  During  th“  J  ns:  World  War,  Lie  graduated  Jiom  ch“  scIlodI  of  err;  igus,  nose  from 
private  to  Juejten;i  nt  ar.d  wan  Evwaided  die  rued -1 3  of  Knight  ot  bl.  C2  re  ripe.  In  JO.  Lieoiime 
a  hctt  So;i:di^- Revolutionary  a’<l  tonV  an  active  pan  :nthe  revn!  Liinn  in  SF.rakiv  province. 

In  LOlS  tie  joined  iba  Bolshevik  Parly  l  i :  l>J  bitotne  cliaLfiiwn  of  [foe  tounly  soviet.  SiipOzhL-jv 
ser  ijp  a  OciJ  pnnisF.tfi  group,  and  enjoyed  great  poputi'Ety  imnny  the-  men  oft  "is,  detachment. 
He  actively  defended  Bolshevism  !ind  [wtcipated  ir  lhe  stipprcssinn  of  several  pcrsnnJ 
.pridi^s  Tl  liclyuai'y  i  9  iv  S-flpflvhkv  -v  bililiirtiili^  Commsi  rl(1cj  .if’V  f  hi  vis  hi  It  ofllk' 

Red  Army  tmd  tom  liien  on  wui  tui.itmjr  eli  tlie  LJ t h Ll-  nnn  on  tsi“  scv.them  tronrs  agaiikit  rlt“ 
Wlii^js.  Ho'  e£fk(i  up  lhe  dcIL-nse  oil  liulsk  liom  die  While  L.-sf-aeks  lev]  l.iy  Ataman 
Tnl&unv. 

In  flp -inei  1920  lie  chi  mi  nanded  l!ic  Ti.iktsLan  Diyi&i&n  el  the  Red  Artii;<  in  Saratov  and 
Samara  provinces,  Vlo^lcd  1  lie  comma  ndvi s  o I  divisor*?*  ^-dTiai'CVr  Sviov.  Usov  vv _ r c  E.ctl 
Lr'.'UJ  Lhe  loe-j]  peasantry.  .  Liess  '.■-■ere  lv- uj-_v  ef  ooiEuaur-deit  imputed  by  the  Cctuiiiimibtb 
and  sympathised  with  rlic  plight  of  the  pendent  fi,  In  June  1  92(3  the  tint  per-t  of  r  be  Turkestan 
diviS.OJi  COjJs.sLiii^,  Of  two  reglmejiLfi  ufcuvhky  uJLd  aiti31er>  lad  io  jiierte  irtlu  \i'ji  tuewly 
formed  f/th  Cu’.iili'y  Dh  Lskm  u-L  Ltue  Red  Afitly.  T  he  iiiLlitn.-y  Couinajkler  of  Lhe  Zf.  voL3:.sk> 
district  ilcexkKi  tii  suspend  Sapor  llcov  thorn  his  eomnuuki  under  r'lc  pretest  of  sending  him  to 
slndv  in  Vlosep w.  Tlic  nrrlci  to  repave  SaiKid  ikuv,  7.u  uiilo.  and  Cll'Ci s  v.idi  “niijitsi  y 
exfwrlK"  from  L’ie  ufueer  uEjas  of  the  I*:iiisL  bumy  wus  ;neL  wH3j  (IissuliifiieLioiL  in  tJie  runks. 
On  July  |  sL  inpoitikov  d  iso  b  eyed  tut  diii  uishi..  imil  unnjtmved  Ltui;  tie  remained  divlsfocud 
commander.  He  reamed  his  division  1o  bn  scnc  rn  die  Turkestan  front  Tatlici'  (ban  g«3ing  (o  the 
LvesLem  Cirri'.  Lu  figJjL  Lire  Pole^.  On  July  J3.  L920  SnlpSJdlkdv  aeviedy  I^iL  Bueuluk  vittage, 
tie  division  hcadquartefs.  ind  convinced  fhc  regimental  com  man  tiers  that  ’‘Unfcliahlc. 
^rivcmmcneaF  conimarrLrs  jmd  poLicieal  eommi^sais  should  he  arrested.  At  Jirsf  the  mutiny 
Lva.*  to  Lx.pr\;^.  ^ii,saL  sfaci  ion  w  ifi  Lhe  tbnpsin^  of  ipppinLed  ^cxpcitf.’1  and  nc  btend  y.as 
pbuujpJ  o:i  being.  e-IjcJ.  T:l  purLs  of  die  dLvtt.oit  llic  alucau  "Down  wilb  lire  tpeeiidialtt"  wni 
■ais-cd.  fin  the  miirning  of  July  Mcti  ifc  divisip  i  raised  the  banner  of  revolt  pmt'aimctC 
e-’o  formation  nt  the  Firsr  '-$c:3  Army  ci~Tfu'"f  uridcr  tfc  ica/iersf  p  of  Sapo-^hknv.  In  rliis  army 
'.b-e^e  v<.ere  n]3 10  4;00l>  figLuert,  funnng  ^l..ch  Ltie  Red.  Army  Ji  \  ialonj  bade  ujn  two  Lbirda 
'3'hc  Army  nlT ruth  has  4  gims  and  45  machine  guns. 

2.000  Red  Army  ioidiers  were  uiturmeJ  aL  -a  JUrsL  -eu|jageiiie:Ll.  IIuLl  of  dieae  jjiiied  ilie  Army 
c-“ Truth.  In  Rumilulc  thb  ncbcls  rctea^cd  inmates  from  psr  sn  i.  seized  ^IM  knllicm  ruh  cs.  ran-:: 
disanlved  the  Incul  snvict.  Oinifi-unisis  and  Soviet  :-ttieials  prutlent  y  tied  t'rc  e  ty  sn  there 
i  ii  t  l:  i  1 1  i  gS  ^iniih  i  be  A-rriv  Af  T>.  itl'i  ^  .Ift  rrin  lY: h  iii-g  tp  ivSrtJ?  the.  ■  ■  ii  ic  ■<  0  fl  Tr.lk  uni"- 
Pueaebev. 

The  Army  ofTtulh  wna  v. eSL  .intred.  supphited  by  Ltie  local  papulation  and  conshULLly 
mpkn  ahed  by  new  volunteers,  including  deserters  tfnm  the  Red  Army.  Deserters  anti 
Wki-’Cts  fiv>rn  i In-  rre,<  Army  yvWi:  o-^nni-ii-^l  : nti>  like  C‘W|WVCi.  TJiyisicyn  Afim-rliL-  c^-h  -.1  uTit  nf 
Tb|  /.I  i  Ink  f^apiyzhVciv  own  Jlviu^hi  ihi  I  a  lb  wii'-i  flki  porn  e'sitdpr  i>f  the  Tw^-Vpigp  diftl  Hr  t  hr 
urmisUoe  Lenut;  ane.  die  Y.eujurjda  of  I  lie  Lusuxyeuli.  LaiL  Lhe  DisLikl  C  OLumuiidiJ  did  tueL  answsi 
tf’c  tckphonc.  Shoilly  a  fir  Sapnzhkov  dccdc:3  rlird  the  time  tor  iaJk  liiid,  passed.  SapozJilrnv 


1920:  The  Sapozhkov  uprising  and  the 
Army  of  Truth 

A  short  account  of  the  uprising  led  by  Sapozhkov  against  the  Communist 
government  in  1920. 

Alexander  Sapozhkov  came  from  a  peasant  family  in  Novouzensk  county  of 
Samara 

province.  During  the  First  World  War,  he  graduated  from  the  school  of  ensigns, 
rose  from  private  to  lieutenant  and  was  awarded  the  medal  of  Knight  of  St. 
George.  In  1917  he  became  a  Left  Socialist-Revolutionary  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  revolution  in  Saratov  province. 

In  1918  he  joined  the  Bolshevik  Party  and  became  chairman  of  the  county 
soviet.  Sapozhkov  set  up  a  Red  partisan  group,  and  enjoyed  great  popularity 
among  the  men  of  this  detachment. 

He  actively  defended  Bolshevism  and  participated  in  the  suppression  of  several 
peasant  uprisings.  In  February  1919  Sapozhkov  becoming  Commander  of  the 
22nd  Division  of  the  Red  Army  and  from  then  on  was  fighting  in  the  Urals  and 
on  the  southern  fronts  against  the  Whites.  He  headed  up  the  defense  of  Uralsk 
from  the  White  Cossacks  led  by  Ataman  Tolstov. 

In  spring  1920  he  commanded  the  Turkestan  Division  of  the  Red  Army  in 
Saratov  and  Samara  provinces.  Most  of  the  commanders  of  divisions-  Zubarev, 
Serov,  Usov  -  were  Left  SRs  from  the  local  peasantry.  These  were  wary  of 
commanders  imposed  by  the  Communists  and  sympathized  with  the  plight  of  the 
peasants.  In  June  1920  the  first  part  of  the  Turkestan  division  consisting  of  two 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  artillery  had  to  merge  into  the  newly  formed  9th 
Cavalry  Division  of  the  Red  Army.  The  military  commander  of  the  Zavolzhsky 
district  decided  to  suspend  Sapozhkov  from  his  command  under  the  pretext  of 
sending  him  to  study  in  Moscow.  The  order  to  replace  Sapozhkov,  Zubarev  and 
others  with  “military  experts”  from  the  officer  class  of  the  Tsarist  army  was  met 
with  dissatisfaction  in  the  ranks. 

On  July  1st  Sapozhkov  disobeyed  his  dismissal  and  announced  that  he  remained 
divisional  commander.  He  wanted  his  division  to  be  sent  to  the  Turkestan  front 


rather  than  going  to  the  western  front  to  fight  the  Poles.  On  July  13,  1920 
Sapozhkov  secretly  left  Buzuluk  village,  the  division  headquarters,  and 
convinced  the  regimental  commanders  that  “unreliable,  governmental” 
commanders  and  political  commissars  should  be  arrested.  At  first  the  mutiny 
was  to  express  dissatisfaction  with  the  choosing  of  appointed  “experts”  and  no 
blood  was  planned  on  being  shed.  In  parts  of  the  division  the  slogan  "Down  with 
the  specialists!"  was  raised.  On  the  morning  of  July  14th  the  division  raised  the 
banner  of  revolt  and  proclaimed  the  formation  of  the  First  Red  Army  of  Truth 
under  the  leadership  of  Sapozhkov.  In  this  army  there  were  up  to  4,000  fighters, 
among  which  the  Red  Army  divisions  made  up  two-thirds. 

The  Army  of  Truth  has  4  guns  and  45  machine  guns. 

2,000  Red  Army  soldiers  were  disarmed  at  a  first  engagement.  Half  of  these 
joined  the  Army  of  Truth.  In  Buzuluk  the  rebels  released  inmates  from  prison, 
seized  310  million  rubles,  and  dissolved  the  local  soviet.  Communists  and  Soviet 
officials  prudently  fled  the  city  so  there  were  no  killings.  Soon,  the  Army  of 
Truth  was  marching  towards  the  cities  of  Uralsk  and  Pugachev. 

The  Army  of  Truth  was  well  armed,  supported  by  the  local  population  and 
constantly  replenished  by  new  volunteers,  including  deserters  from  the  Red 
Army.  Deserters  and  soldiers  from  the  Red  Army  were  organised  into  the 
Chapayev  Division.  After  the  capture  of  Buzuluk  Sapozhkov  even  thought  to 
talk  with  the  commander  of  the  Trans-Volga  district  for  armistice  terms  and  the 
demands  of  the  insurgents  but  the  District  Commander  did  not  answer  the 
telephone.  Shortly  after  Sapozhkov  decided  that  the  time  for  talk  had  passed. 
Sapozhkov 

addressed  a  rally  of  local  insurgents  in  Buzuluk  with  the  slogan  "Down  with  the 
dictatorship  of  the  Communist  Party!”  He  called  "for  the  revolution  and  the  Red 
Army,  but  without  the  tyranny  of  the  Communists"  for  "Truth"  with  a  capital 
letter  against  the  injustice  of  the  leaders  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  He  advocated  a  "true 
Soviet  power  and  the  Third  International”. 

He  appealed  "to  all  workers  and  the  Red  Army”  and  against  the  “bourgeoisie 
entrenched  in  Soviet  institutions”  and  the  “pseudo-  Communists”. 


Sapozhkov  said  that  in  Soviet  institutions  there  were  "entrenched  enemies  of  the 
revolution  - 


the  officers  and  bourgeois,"  that  senior  officials  of  the  Communist  Party  had 
been 

“bourgeoisified",  that  there  should  be  a  purge  and  no  further  agreements  with  the 
bourgeoisie. 

This  was  met  with  consternation  in  the  Bolshevik  leadership,  which  feared  that 
the  revolt  could  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  Red  Army.  Lenin,  in  a  telegram  to 
the  Zavolzhsky  district  commander, demanded  the  speedy  elimination  of  the 
insurgency.  Trotsky  threatened:  "  Those  guilty  from  top  to  bottom  should  be 
ruthlessly  punished"  and  ordered  the  shooting  of  all  rebels  taken  with  arms  in 
their  hands.  Then  members  of  local  organizations  of  the  anarchists,  Social 
Revolutionaries,  Left  Socialist-Revolutionaries  and  Mensheviks  were  rounded- 
up  and  imprisoned. 

Communist  Party  members  were  mobilized  in  the  Volga  region.  An  armoured 
train  and  large  infantry  and  cavalry  detachments  were  sent  against  the  Army  of 
Truth.  Sapozhkov  for  his  part  formed  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  under  Zubarev 
and  the  1st  Infantry  Division  in  the  Army  of  Truth.  The  chief  of  staff  of  the 
Army  of  Truth  was  the  former  Communist  commissar  Fedor  Dolmatov. 

To  spread  the  revolt  to  other  territories  Sapozhkov  ordered  the  formation  of  the 
Pugachev  2nd  Infantry  Division  under  the  command  of  a  former  brigade 
commander  in  the  25th  Chapayev  Division,  Plyasunkov,  and  sent  it  to  the  area  of 
the  city  of  Pugachev.  But  by  July  17,  1920  up  to  5  thousand  Red  Army  fighters 
had  come  from  Orenburg  and  Samara  and  the  Army  of  Truth  split  into  two  rebel 
brigades.  The  1st  Brigade  led  by  Serov  advanced  on  Orenburg,  the  2nd  brigade 
under  Sapozhkov  advanced  on  Novouzensk.  However  near  this  town  the 
Sapozhkov  units  were  defeated  and  one  of  its  commanders,  Dimitri  Zubarev,  was 
captured. 

Zubarev  had  taken  part  in  the  1905  Revolution,  for  which  he  received  3  years  in 
prison  and  a  year  of  disciplinary  battalion.  In  1917  he  was  a  member  of  a 
Soldiers'  Committee  and  had  opposed  the  Kornilov  putsch.  He  took  part  in  the 
October  Revolution  and  the  establishment  of  soviets  in  Samara  province,  and 
fought  against  the  White  Cossacks.  In  1921  he  was  shot  for  participation  in  the 
uprising. 


On  August  3rd  the  Army  of  Truth  suffered  a  defeat  and  lost  400  men  killed  and 


taken  prisoner.  Three  days  later  Sapozhkov  again  attempted  to  storm 
Novouzensk  and  was  again  defeated,  and  then  went  to  the  Ural  steppes.  On 
August  12  the  Army  of  Truth  was  defeated  once  more  and  its  forces  seriously 
depleted  with  only  150  combatants  remaining  in  the  2nd  Brigade.  On  Sept.  6th  at 
Lake  Buck-Baul  in  Astrakhan  Province  it  was  overtaken  by  a  Red  Army 
detachment.  During  the  ensuing  battle  Sapozhkov  was  killed.  His  body  was 
beheaded  and  his  head  was  taken  to  the  division  headquarters. 

Nick  Heath 

Sources:  http://old.samara.ru/paper/41/6771/119544/  article  from  paper  Volga 
Commune,  130,  2007. 

http://revolution.allbest.ru/history/00033452_l.html  Comparative  analysis  of  the 
peasant  movement  in  1920-  1921.  on  the  basis  of  the  Saratov  and  Tambov 
provinces 


